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BACKGROUND
The COVID-19 pandemic has presented schools across the world with 
a myriad of challenges concerning this highly contagious illness that 
primarily attacks the upper respiratory system. Some severe outcomes 
have been reported in children, and a child with a mild or even asymp-
tomatic case of COVID-19 can spread the infection to others who may 
be far more vulnerable. 

While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of 
COVID-19, Freeport Area School District will take necessary precautions 
and to every extent possible comply with guidelines from public health 
authorities, such as the Centers for Disease Control and the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Health, as well as the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education, to attempt to mitigate the risks to students, employees, 
and their families. As knowledge regarding COVID-19 is constantly 
changing, Freeport Area School District reserves the right to adjust and 
implement precautionary methods as necessary to decrease the risk of 
exposure for our staff, students, and school community. 

The District intends to continue its ready use of the Blackboard mes-
saging system, similar to communicating weather-related delays and 
cancellations.  As we are all preparing for almost anything this year, 
communication and response is important among our entire school 
community.  Local childcare providers and partners have been added 
to our communication system so they can receive timely information as 
well.  

The District will issue notifications to our school community only when 
a case is confirmed positive. Those notifications will be made on the 
District website on the COVID Dashboard.

FASD case counts are updated with even more information on our 
COVID tracker on our district website and we encourage families to 
review that at any time at: https://www.freeport.k12.pa.us/content/
covid-19

Notice to families of students that have to be quarantined due to hav-
ing close contact while in school, on the bus, or at a school-sponsored 
function will be provided by an automated phone call, email, and text. 
Please do pay close attention to these messages from the District.

Please be reminded that it is also very important to notify your child’s 
school/School Nurse when your child is being tested, tests positive, and/
or has an exposure outside of the school setting. This exchange of infor-
mation contributes to our ability to keep our schools consistently open 
for longer periods of time.
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COMMUNICATION
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FACIAL COVERINGS

Where vaccination is clearly the most effective prevention and mitiga-
tion strategy available, as unlike all other workplaces or organizations, 
in schools, where everyone is indoors and in close proximity to one 
another for the entire day, there is a recognition that, as of the start of 
the 2021-2022 school year, more than half of our student population 
is not even eligible to receive a vaccine. Therefore, our entire 
school community must seek to protect those who are 
vulnerable.

FASD students, staff, and visitors are not required 
to wear facial coverings in the school and at 
school district functions.  Anyone can 
wear facial coverings if they choose to 
do so while in school.  

In the event of a state or federal man-
date, facial covering protocol may 
be modified.  If that time comes, the 
school board will call a special meeting 
to advise the community of the new pro-
tocol.



All parents will be asked to conduct daily symptom 
screenings on your children before sending them to the 
bus stop or bringing them to school (see screening tool).     

Please only visit the school during the school day 
only when absolutely necessary.  Visitors will be 
limited to main entrance vestibule.
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Prevention and mitigation strategies remain our most effective approaches that our entire school 
community can engage and play an important role in for protecting one another, especially our 
students and staff.  To this end, the following are standard mitigation strategies that our district will 
deploy: 

Each classroom will be equipped with a kit of items including hand sanitizer, extra masks and shields, 
sanitizing wipes, hand wipes, among other items.  Keeping ourselves and our personal spaces clean 
and sanitized is a community effort.  As always, students are encouraged to carry their own hand sani-
tizer and/or wipes on them and use and dispose them as needed.  

PREVENTION & MITIGATION

CLEANING/SANITIZING/DISINFECTING 

Restructuring custodial shift schedules to have as many as 3 custodians in each 
building while students are present.  

Disinfect high touch common surfaces consistently throughout the day, especially 
in frequently used and traveled areas of buildings, including after class changes.

 Disinfect classrooms throughout the day when unoccupied. 

Other formal strategies include:

Utilize increased MERV rating filters and replace them more frequently.

Increase the circulation of outside air into each building whenever 
possible.

SYMPTOM SCREENINGS

VISITORS



As was preached prior to the closure in March 2020, we will continue modeling and practicing these 
healthy habits with students, including holding each other accountable toward their use: 

                
- Covering coughs and sneezes 
- Proper hand-washing (20 seconds) 
- Frequent use of hand sanitizer, which 
   will be available in classrooms, hallways, 
   cafeterias, and other common areas 
- Posted signage and reminders and 
  announcements regarding personal hygiene 
  throughout the buildings and school day 
- Consistent modeling of hygiene practices 

Although the Centers for Disease Control and PA Department of Health have recommended, “where feasible,” to distance 
students by 6ft, it must be recognized that schools were simply not designed for distancing and if welcoming back all of our 
students to our buildings, 6 ft  simply cannot be achieved at all times.  The World Health Organization has recommended a 
distance of 1 meter or approximately 3 ft - a distance that is more achievable on a consistent basis. Yet, there are areas and 
times in a day where 3 ft. is not achievable. 

Additional furniture and unique learning spaces have been removed 
from classrooms to create more space to ensure distancing 

Various types of dividers are  installed in frequently visited areas

Distancing reminders and signage throughout the buildings

Performing arts classes will be using even larger spaces, such as audi-
toriums and outdoor spaces to hold regularly scheduled classes 

To achieve a consistent 3-6 ft of distancing and to maximize all rec-
ommendations, alternative or staggered schedules may be utilized. 

Face shield and face covering are available for all students and 
staff.

OTHER ACTIONS REGARDING DISTANCING:
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Disinfect classrooms throughout the day when unoccupied. 

PRACTICING PERSONAL HYGIENE

PRACTICING PHYSICAL DISTANCING
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SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

Students with Underlying Health Concerns

Even given best efforts to mitigate risk, risk still remains.  Families are encouraged to reach out to building admin-
istrators and guidance counselors to discuss options, as a cyber option may be encouraged or recommended.  
These options were developed specifically so that our district could accommodate unique needs and circum-
stances.  

Daily Screenings
Families will be required to screen their children for symptoms each day prior to sending them to the bus stop or 
dropping them off at school.  Students exhibiting symptoms, especially those with temperatures of 100 degrees 

or above will immediately be isolated and a parent/guardian will be contacted to pick up the child from school. 

Families may be asked to provide a doctor’s note before returning to school. Please verify symptoms if a 
student is remaining home ill.

GROUP A
ONE or more symptoms

Please use the following screening tool to determine if you should keep your child home 
(only pertains to the unvaccinated  or those experiencing symptoms):

Has ONE or more symptoms in Group A OR
Has TWO or more symptoms in Group B OR

Is taking fever reducing medication

STAY HOME if THE STUDENT:

 » Fever 
 » Cough
 » Shortness of breath
 » Difficulty breathing
 » New olfactory disorder
 » New taste disorder

GROUP B
TWO or more symptoms

 » Chills
 » Rigors
 » Myalgia
 » Headache
 » Sore Throat
 » Nausea or vomiting
 » Diarrhea
 » Fatigue
 » Congestion or runny nose

Note: students should be fever-free for 24 hours WITHOUT the use of fever reducing
 medications and no remaining symptoms before being sent back to school.  



Important note: It is the responsibility of Department of 
Health or County and Municipal Health Departments 
staff to contact a student or staff person with COVID-19, 
inform close contacts of their possible exposure, and give 
instructions to those involved, including siblings and oth-
er household members, regarding self-quarantine and 
exclusions. The individual who tested positive will not be 
identified in communications from DOH or the CMHD to 
the school community at large but may need to be selec-
tively identified for contact tracing by the DOH or CMHD 
staff. 

To further prevent even the potential of exposure, please 
screen for symptoms daily and if anyone is exhibiting symp-
toms, stay home and consult your healthcare provider.  
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RESPONDING TO INFECTION

In all cases, our District will work closely with professionals 
at the Department of Health to determine response to 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 among students or staff.  
Additionally, the DOH will be engaging in contact tracing 
to assist our school community in the prevention of further 
spread.  DOH defines close contact as being within 6 ft 
of someone with COVID-19 for 15 or more minutes. (See 
Close Contact)

School closures and a shift to remote instruction may be 
necessary depending upon school case counts and com-
munity transmission rates. Students should plan to engage 
in remote instruction throughout a closure.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact


If the student is being tested and awaiting results, they should stay home until receiving 
results and clearance. Unless fully vaccinated, it is recommended that siblings of stu-
dents suspected to have COVID kept home and have been tested and are awaiting test 
results, should remain home until the family member is cleared. The same is also rec-
ommended in the case where it is a parent or other non-school aged person living in the 
home that is suspected and being tested

Student(s) 

diagnosed with 

COVID-19 and 

begins home 

isolation.

COVID-19 POC starts 

a list of close contacts 

of the ill student(s) 

and informs staff,  

parents, guardians, 

or caregivers of close 

contacts of possible 

exposure.5

COVID-19 POC works with 

local health officials to 

assess spread and support 

follow up with staff, 

parents, guardians, or 

caregivers of student(s) 

that had contact with the ill 

student(s).6

Parents, guardians, or caregivers of 

close contacts are advised to keep 

their children home (quarantine 

according to local health department 

requirements) and to consult with 

the student(s)’ healthcare provider 

for evaluation and possible  

COVID-19 test.7

Members of the ill 

student(s)’  household 

and staff who had 

close contact with the 

student are advised to 

quarantine according to 

local health department 

requirements. 7

The ill student(s) can return to 

school and end isolation once the 

following are met:

• 10 days out from the start

of the symptoms, AND 

• Fever free for 24 hours 

without fever reducing

medication, AND 

• Symptoms have improved.

Student(s) 

return to school 

following 

existing 

school illness 

management 

policies.

Student 

negative 
COVID-19 

test 

result.4

Student positive COVID-19 test result.

Parent, guardian, or caregiver 

picks up student(s). Parent, 

guardian, or caregiver 

contacts healthcare provider 

for evaluation and possible 

COVID-19 test.

Note: If a school does not have a 

routine screening testing program, 

the ability to do rapid testing on site 

could facilitate COVID-19 diagnosis 

and inform the need for quarantine 

of close contacts and isolation. 

COVID-19 POC takes student(s) to isolation 

room/area and ensures student(s) is 

properly supervised and masked. The 

parent, guardian, or caregiver is called. 

Arrangements are made for student(s) 

to either go home or seek emergency 

medical attention.3

Note: If multiple ill students must be placed in 

the same isolation room/area, ensure mask use 

and stay at least 6 feet apart while supervised.

Clean and disinfect areas that 

the ill student(s) occupied. 

Ventilate the area(s), wait 

as long as possible before 

cleaning to let virus particles 

settle (at least several hours), 

and use personal protective 

equipment (including any 

protection needed for the 

cleaning and disinfection 

products) to reduce risk  

of infection.

Student(s) 

shows signs 

of infectious 

illness 

consistent 

with

COVID-19.2

cdc.gov/coronavirus

Teacher or staff 

excuses student(s) 

from classroom, 

cohort or area 

within the school.  

Alert the COVID-19 

POC. If masking 

is not required at 

the school, provide 

student with 

mask as soon as 

possible.

WHAT TO DO IF A STUDENT BECOMES SICK OR REPORTS A NEW COVID-19 DIAGNOSIS AT SCHOOL1

CS 322697-C   , 2021  PM

Note:  COVID-19 POC = the designated point of contact (a staff person that is responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns, such as director) 
1 Scenario based on geographic area with community transmission of SARS-COV-2 the virus that causes COVID-19. 
2 The most common symptoms of COVID-19 in children include fever or chills, cough, nasal congestion or runny nose, new loss of taste or smell, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, diarrhea or vomiting, stomachache, tiredness, headache, muscle or body aches, and poor appetite or poor 
feeding (especially in babies under 1 year old). 
3 Schools that do not have a universal mask requirement could require masking by students, teachers, and staff if they are experiencing onset of upper 
respiratory infection symptoms at school while waiting to be picked up or leave the school. 
4 With no known close contact. 
5 Close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet for a total of 15 minutes or more within 2 days prior to illness onset, regardless of whether 
the contact was wearing a mask. See exception in the definition for the exclusion of students in the K-12 indoor classroom:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact  
6 To the extent allowable by applicable laws regarding privacy. 
7 CDC guidance provides that people who are fully vaccinated and do not have COVID-19 symptoms do not need to quarantine, but should get tested 
after an exposure to someone with COVID-19.
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TESTING

Testing for COVID-19 is an important mitigation strategy which offers another layer of prevention 
and protection against infections entering into buildings, or at least limiting their impact, along with 
other strategies like contact tracing and quarantine.  

Along with our hosted vaccination clinics, FASD is seeking to build internal capacity through part-
nerships with local pharmacies, the Department of Health, and others to offer rapid and/or PCR 
testing.  As always however, families are encouraged to seek out their own testing via their PCP or 
any number of other local providers.  

This effort reduces the burden on families of having to make appointments or endure days or even 
week-long waiting periods for results as experienced in 2020-2021.  Important Note: when receiving 
outside testing or receiving results, in order to be permitted back into school after having symptoms 
and being tested, those negative test results must be shared with the School Nurse’s Office.  

If you would like more information or assistance, please reach out to the School Nurse.  

Ensuring that children are properly immunized may 
be more critical than ever.  It is highly recommend-
ed and important that families keep their children 
up to date on their immunizations.  Please work with 
your pediatrician or healthcare provider to deter-
mine an appropriate plan for immunizations for 
your child.

FASD has partnered with Klingensmith’s Drug Stores 
and hosted five separate COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics for students in grades 6-12 as of August 2021. 
Once elementary-aged students are eligible for 
vaccinations, FASD would intend to offer the same 
convenient vaccination opportunity to those stu-
dents and their families as well.  

Although not mandated this year, the PA Department of Health is emphasizing the 
importance of everyone having a flu shot, stating that, “The flu vaccine is vital to 
reducing the impact of respiratory illness in communities.”  The American Acade-
my of Pediatrics also reminds that the flu shot “should be highly encouraged for all 
students.”  

IMMUNIZATIONS
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Our district has been aggressive in developing programming and processes that support the social-emotional 
well-being and growth and development of our students from K-12. These efforts include the addition to our full-
time staff of a Licensed Professional Counselor, focused on supporting families by meeting the sometimes
dynamic mental health needs of our students. Even during the closure of the Spring of 2020, office hours and 
consultations and interventions continued.

Although our plans to have students return to school includes operating our system of multi-tiered supports for 
our students, including classroom lessons, small group counseling and intensive therapeutic counseling, our 
preparations have been proactive toward providing these supports whether physically present in school or par-
ticipating from home. These efforts have led our district to develop a tele-mental health approach
to meet the needs of our students and families.

Tele-mental health or telecounseling refers to the provision of mental health care remotely by means of tele-
communications technology — including videoconferencing, streaming media, wireless communications and 
other electronic means. Telecounseling services offer comfortable, safe, ongoing, individualized care through 
the transition to a virtual session. 

It is important to recognize that educators, children and families may experience stress, confusion, fear, anger, 
sadness, or anxiety during the return to school. Recent research examining telecounseling in education settings, 
specifically, finds that telecounseling is an effective and sustainable approach to student care, with evidence 
that outcomes are comparable to in-person delivery.  Utilizing a virtual platform will help normalize mental health 
care among the student population as well as keep a line of communication between school personnel and 
families. For more information on supports or how to access our Licensed Professional Counselor, please reach 
out to your school’s Guidance Counselor(s).

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING & 
MENTAL HEALTH
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 »  Masks must be worn at all times. 
 » As students board the bus, seats should be occu-

pied from the back of the bus first, then moving 
to the front.  

 » Students will be limited to two (2) per seat where 
possible.  

 » Siblings or students from the same household will 
sit together, regardless of age (up to 3 in a seat 
at Elementary) 

 » Sanitizing efforts on a bus between each run 

TRANSPORTATION

Physical distancing while getting our students to school on a bus is a significant challenge.  From 
our first draft of our reopening plan, our district has and will continue to mandate the wearing of a 
mask at all times while on a school bus.  The rationale behind this practice is based on the confined 
space on a bus. 

Our district and our transportation partners at Roenigk’s and Valley Lines are committed to the fol-
lowing mitigation strategies for transportation: 

Given the social distancing challenges present-
ed on a bus, we encourage as many families as 
possible to drop off/pick up their children each 
day at school.  

Each school building has made modifications to 
arrival and dismissal procedures that will maxi-
mize our capacity to handle an increased num-
ber of drop offs/pick ups.  

With families transporting their own children 
whenever possible, we can further promote an 
efficient and timely transportation schedule, but, 
more importantly, allow our entire school com-
munity to continue our best efforts to physically 
distance wherever possible. 
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All students K-12 will have a Chromebook laptop available to them, with Kindergarten and 1st grade students receiving 
touchscreen Chromebooks.  Students in grades 3-12 will carry the device to and from school every day; K-2 will transport the 
device at the discretion of the teacher. 

Our teachers have been working diligently to develop 
their daily content on our Schoology platform.  The goal 
of this content is to supplement and enhance the live 
instruction, assignments, and assessments students would 
normally receive during live instruction.  These materi-
als will take any number of modes - direct instruction, 
self-guided assignments, synchronous (live), and asyn-
chronous (recorded), among others.  

Regardless of your instructional choice for 2021-2022, it is 
extremely important to recognize that, in the event of a 
school closure of any length, all students may be engag-
ing in some level of remote instruction this year and will 
be using Schoology to access their instruction.

Resource Link:
https://www.freeport.k12.pa.us/News/413#sthash.p3t41YC5.dpbs

INSTRUCTION

In-person instruction as normal, with recommended safety 
precautions in place

Enrolled as an active FASD student in a full-time cyber 
school environment at home.  In the cyber environment, 
the instruction is not conducted by FASD teachers and is 
primarily asynchronous. 

Families/students electing their instructional option must 
commit to their choice by 9-week grading period.

The two daily delivery methods of instruction that the District has made available to our families:

TRADITIONAL SCHOOL SETTING

CYBER SCHOOLING

Remote instruction will only be utilized in the case of a 
building closure and/or if a student is quarantined from 
school or school related activities.  Remote instruction, 
which can be delivered synchronously and asynchro-
nously, will be delivered through the Schoology platform.

REMOTE INSTRUCTIONNEW

https://www.freeport.k12.pa.us/News/413#sthash.p3t41YC5.dpbs
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1:1 DEVICE PROGRAM

To promote greater equity of access
to our content and instruction, our District has 
invested and distributed a Chromebook
for every K-12 student. (Grades K-1 receives their 
Chromebooks with a touchscreen) While this
device will help us build upon our remote in-
struction programming and interactivity, as
well as enrich in-person instruction, it is important 
to note that the device is school property and 
just like textbooks, equipment, and other school 
property, students are responsible for its care 
and appropriate use. 

The schools request that families use the district issued device in order to better assist with technical 
needs and to better ensure uninterrupted access to instructional materials.

To assist families in limiting their exposure to damage costs, our District has partnered with Gallagher 
Insurance to provide very low cost insurance coverage.  
For more information or how to enroll, please visit the device insurance page at: 

https://one2onerisk.com/

https://one2onerisk.com/
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CAFETERIAS/FOOD SERVICE

Our cafeteria staff is to be commended for their service to our school 
community during the closure of the Spring of 2020, as they worked 
diligently to provide 7 days/week worth of meals to our students.  This 
experience, along with our partnership with Nutrition, Inc, has assist-
ed and informed our modifications to meal preparation and service, 
as well as general operations in our cafeterias.  

We recognize how important traditional lunch operations are, not only to health and wellness, but also 
for socializing and serving as a needed break in the day for students.  Recognizing this, we plan to con-
tinue use of our cafeterias, including expanded space to serve meals and provide the time for students 
to eat lunch among their peers.

To achieve this, the following strategies will be utilized: 

Expansion of cafeteria space into 
other large, common spaces to 
better promote distancing for the 
removal of a mask to consume food. 

Integration of touch-less scanning 
technologies for purchasing of lunch-
es, items.  Each student will receive 
their own ID card and lanyard. 

Distancing markings on the floor in 
cafeteria lines to serve as reminders 

Until further notice during the 
2021-2022 school year, all 
students, regardless of income, 
are eligible for free breakfast 
and lunch!
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Unvaccinated student participants/coaches/directors/sponsors engaging 
in symptom screening and reporting prior to every practice/game
   
Use of social distancing, masking, smaller groupings, when necessary, even 
during practices/competitions/performances
  
Promoting personal hygiene best practices 

Use of personal water bottles and equipment 

Limited use of shared equipment/instruments with sanitizing between uses 
 
 Avoid shaking hands, fist bumps, or high fives before, during, or after games 
and practices. Limit unnecessary physical contact

All students/adults on a bus/van to competitions must wear a mask

Signed Parental Consent/Waiver to participate

ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES

The FASD Re-socialization of Athletics and Activities Plan is available on our District’s website.  This plan 
sets forth a comprehensive plan for permitting our students’ ongoing involvement in, for example, any 
number of sports and marching band.  

This phased approach represents a sensible plan driven by best practices that include, but are not 
limited to:

To review the full plan, please visit the District website: 
www.freeport.k12.pa.us 

http://www.freeport.k12.pa.us



